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- LONDON, oa.zx—am;:noa
mmmnmmmmm
tary veteracs, are flyinrg acd maintaine
icg Libyan Air Feres planes in an cperae
ticn crganized by Ecdwin P. Wilson, a
fcrmer American intelligencs agent, ac- |
cording to associates of Mr. Wilson. <1

Tbe American flight perscopel, a8’
weil as pilcts from Canada and Britain,
tave ceen recruited and pald by compe-
ries ccotrolled by Mr. Wilson and, at]
least since last year, have flown a
Libyan fleet' of American-made.cargo
andtrmnputalmnandm
the associates said.,

Ope Western pilat xeutdtedbyw.
‘| Wilson said that American pilots flew
"|helicopters in support of the Lidbyan in-
vasicn of Chad this year, but the sxtent
t0 which Western recruits are involved
directly in Libyan' combat ‘missions
caﬂdnubedammmpuasid
hempnidabous.anaumh.
i Coordinationin London ! i

&meofthsAmulcanpilotsandme-
chania have beea recruited in-the
United States by other Americans. Most.
of the operation s coordirated througha
Loodon office that' represents several
African and Earopean companies coo-|
tmlledbyMr Wﬂsn.amdlngtohb
associates. | '

mdpnotsmdmechm!csm
parﬁdpntadhthaopunﬂmtorlm
‘a militant Arab nation in North Africa,
although the pregise mumber could not
be determined. Thelr role M
viclates no United States 1aw... ~.; . 24

Earlier this week, arx American alr~
craft mechanic, Richard L. lan.'vb-
ted the London officesy walting for s visal
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'ard airpiane cconections to Libya. Mr.
Love told a formmer Wilson associate that
he had been recruited in Alabama and

bad signed a cne-year contract to serv-} |

ice Libyan military ain:ran, ao:oﬂlins
tothe former associate. .

 Recraits Held Well Paid -

Mr. Lo-esaxdheandtheotherro-
cruits were well paid for their services.
but was. mt. speunc, the a:acdaw
‘added.. -

mmatmmax&fw
ithe Central Intelligence Agency, now
hvainl.xbya.wherabelsanmm
from a. Federal indictrnent last year
that charged him with illegally shipping
e:q)lmbaml.ibyatohdpmmmw
ists.. 3%

Mrmmmdmtmmate!ephm
call placed today to his office in Txipoli.
A reporter left 8 message with-an as-
sociate of Mr.-Wilsca seeking a reply to
questicns abaut t.he pilot recmiuna:t

program.

-Tbe umm:lal involwemmt ot Amexs-
cans in beyan rmlitary activity con.
‘trasts sharply with United States for-
eign policy toward the Arab nation, led
by Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi. Recent

Administrations have regarded Libya, a

supporter of international terrorism, as
an increasingly dlsruptxve force i in the
Middie East. .
: Last summer, the Umted States re-)
ported that two Navy jets had shot down
two Libyan fighter planes after being
fired onby oneol them. .
© After the assassination of President
Anwar el-Sadat of Egypt this monthand
“amid reports of hostile Libyan activity
-against the Sudan, the Reagan Adminis-
tration sent two Awacs radar surveil-
lanceplanes to Egypt to meonitor hbyan
aircraftactivityinthearea.

« American officials said the prsence
ot American pilots and mechanics in
Libya helped explain what until now had
been a mystery to them: who was main
taining the American planes that we:
sold to Libya years ago, when that co
ry’s relationship with the United Stat
was not belligerent. Past speculation
had centered on North Koreans and
others from Communist countries. < -
> A White House spokesman had'no im-

mediate comment today on whether} !.

high-level Reagan Administration offi-
cials were aware that Americans were
flying and maintaining planes for the
Libyan Air Force, although law enforce-
ment officials knew of the racnntment
operation. - i
The mvolvement of the’ Ameneam in
I.xbya does nat appear to violate Ameri-
can law, according to Jusnce Depa.rt
mentofficials. .
‘' E. Lawrence Barcella Jr Asslstant
United States Attorney for the District
of Columbia, is overseeing the Federal
investigation of Mr. Wilson. He said the
_neutrality laws, which prohibit Ameri-
cans from enlisting in the military serv-

" Britian and Canada with both civilian

psivare pusiness actvittes in 1976 and
1977, his help in training terrorists in
leya by shipping explosives and his
hiring of former Army Special Forces
troops Xortheummng operation.

‘The recruitment of former military
aircraft personnel illustrates for Ameri-
carr law enforcement officials some of
the same issues posed by Mr. Wilson's

earlier activities, especially the lack of| - -

laws governing the private business ac-
tivities of former American servicemen
.and intelligence agents. It also demon-
strates Mr. Wilson’s capacity to con-
‘tinue to operate within the United States
.even though he has been ouzofthe coun-
;ryfor several years. .-

: »: - House Panel' Seeks Remed!es
. The House Select Comrmttee on Intel-
ligence is considering possible legisla.
tive remedies as part of its investigation
into Mr. Wilson’s activities. - -

- In 1976, shortly after ending his em-
ployment with the Office of Naval Intel-

ligence, which he had joined after leav.| - - -

ing the C.I'A., Mr. Wilson closed a busi-
nessdeal w!th Colone] Qaddafi toseil his
expemse in intelligence, arms‘and-ex-
plosives to beya for the tminmg of ter-
rorists. - . .

" Afewyears later. after I-‘ederal mva-
tigators began-exa his activities'
in the United States, Mr. Wilson shifted
his base of business operations from
Washington to Europe and Libya. About
the same time, several compama con-
trolled by Mr. Wilson began using the
Londonofficé of Brithurst Ltd., a British
company, according to assodata of Mr.
Wilsonard company documents,” = - -

- Scopeot Recmiﬁng?rog{a?m SO0

’rhe recruitment program, which
started about two years ago,. includes
dozens of pilots, flight engineers and air-
‘craft mechanics from the United States,

and military backgrounds, according to
associates of Mr.- lescn taminax: with
the plan. Among those yecruited ‘wered
Britishparatroopers; <ol i S Ao

According to spoksmen for Ameri-
can aircraft com es, the Libyan Air
‘Force has eight- c-130's ;20.CHA7 heli~
copters, known as Chmooks. 10 s,

-

jce of a foreign nation, apparently do not

nineC47’sandone 707.,. Al .5
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